
5 Young and old Extra practice 

Spectrum 2  Student’s Book  Unit 5 

Vocabulary 1 

Life stages 

1 * Number the life stages in the correct order. (1 = the youngest,  

6 = the oldest) 

adult ....... 

baby ....... 

elderly ....... 

child ....... 

teenager ....... 

toddler ....... 

 

2 ** Complete the sentences with the life stages. 

get married    grow up    have children 
learn to drive    leave home    retire 

 

1 In the UK, teenagers usually ......................... at the age of 18 and go to 

university in another city. 

2 ‘Do you think you’ll ...................... one day?’ ‘Yes, I want a big family.’  

3 I want to be a doctor when I .......................... . 

4 ‘Are they going to ...................... ?’ ‘Yes, their wedding is in June.’ 

5 I don’t have any money to buy a car so I’m not going to ..................... . 

6 When my parents ......................... , they’re going to move home and live near 

the sea. 

3 *** Complete the text with the correct nouns and verbs. 

Mr and Mrs Smith’s oldest child, George, is 24. He left university last year. Now 

he’s trying to (1) ......................... as a maths teacher. He and his girlfriend are 

going to (2) ......................... next year. They’re planning a big wedding.  

The Smiths have another son called Harry. He’s 18 and he’s going to leave 

home in September. He’s going to (3) ......................... in London to study 

languages. The Smiths’ youngest child is Molly. She was 13 last week, so  

she’s a (4) ......................... now. When she grows up and becomes an  

(5) ......................... , Mr and Mrs Smith plan to (6) ......................... from their 

jobs. They want to go travelling around the world. 



5 Young and old Extra practice 

Spectrum 2  Student’s Book  Unit 5 

Grammar 1 

can / can’t, could / couldn’t 

1 * Complete the dialogues with the words.  

Can    can    can’t    Could    could    couldn’t 

 

1 ‘........................ you swim when you were a child?’  

‘Yes, I ........................ . I learned when I was four.’ 

2 ‘Yolanda ........................ speak English fluently now.’ 

‘I know, but she ........................ when she was a teenager.’ 

3 ‘........................ I play computer games?’  

‘No, you ........................ . It’s time for dinner.’ 

 

2 ** Choose the correct option. 

Lara It’s hot in here. (1) Can I / I can open the window? 

Ben Yes, you (2) can / can’t. 

Lara  Listen! (3) Can / Could you hear that music?  

Ben Yes, it’s Alex. He (4) can / can’t play the violin really well. He started 

lessons when he was five. He (5) could / can play difficult pieces of 

music when he was eight. 

Lara Really? (6) Can / Could you play an instrument as a child?  

Ben No, I (7) can’t / couldn’t. I started piano lessons, but I was terrible. I’m 

not musical. 

Lara I can sing, but I (8) can / can’t play any instruments.   

3 *** Are the bold words correct? Tick () the correct sentences, then  

correct the wrong sentences. 

We could buy a house last year and we still can’t now. couldn’t 

How do you turn on the computer? I can’t do it.  

 

1 Can you read when you were four? ............... 

2 You can speak English now, but you can’t as a toddler. ............... 

3 Could you stay out late when you were a child? ............... 

4 ‘Can they do this exercise?’ ‘Yes, they could.’ ............... 

5 He’s very musical. He can play the piano easily. ............... 

6 ‘Mum, can’t I go to the cinema on Saturday, please?’ ............... 

 

 

 

 


